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On Nov. 23, spokespersons for Nicaraguan private enterprise groups confirmed that Arges
Sequeira, president of the Asociacion de Confiscados, had been assassinated by unknown assailants.
Sequeira's corpse was found on the morning of the 23rd near his farm, located outside El Sauce,
Leon department, about 160 km. northwest of Managua. Unofficial reports indicated Sequeira
had been shot to death in an ambush carried out by at least three individuals. Sequeira was also
president of the influential National Agricultural Producers Association (Union de Productores
Agropecuarios de Nicaragua, UPANIC), the country's principal organization of large-scale, private
farmers. He also served as vice president of the Constitutionalist Liberal Party (Partido Liberal
Constitucionalista, PLC), a far right group affiliated with the National Opposition Union (UNO).
Under President Violeta Chamorro's administration, Sequeira was one of the country's most
vociferous proponents of a rapid and large-scale return to their original owners of properties
confiscated during the Sandinista government. Sequeira categorically rejected a recent government
plan offering former owners compensation in the form of cash, government bonds, or shares in
privatized public service companies for confiscated properties. Just days before the assassination,
Sequeira had declared that if the government refused to return confiscated properties, "we will take
them back by force." President Violeta Chamorro condemned the killing and ordered police to begin
an "immediate and exhaustive" investigation. She also ordered Interior Minister Alfredo Mendieta
to personally head the investigation into the shooting. Chamorro called on judicial authorities to
apply the full weight of the law against any and all individuals eventually convicted in connection
with the crime. Private sector leaders immediately condemned Sequeira's assassination, suggesting
that the opposition Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) and the Chamorro government
were both to blame. Ramiro Gurdian, president of the Superior Private Enterprise Council (Consejo
Superior de la Empresa Privada, COSEP) insisted the government shares responsibility in the crime,
given that it has failed to guarantee "the rule of law and the security of citizens." Gurdian said he
has no faith in the ability of local authorities to solve the crime and that he thus plans to request the
assistance of the US Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI), the governments of Spain and Great
Britain, or of foreign private investigators. The Asociacion de Confiscados issued a press release
denouncing the assassination as an attempt to silence its demands. "We place responsibility for this
crime and for those which may be committed in the future on the co- government," they said. The
organization reiterated its demands for return of over 5,000 confiscated pieces of property, including
land, houses, farms and automobiles. The Confiscados group claims to represent about 26,000
individuals. The Sequeira assassination came at a particularly difficult moment for the Chamorro
administration. For the past several weeks, the government has been holding a series of meetings
with leaders from the Sandinista opposition, from the parties affiliated with the National Opposition
Union (UNO) coalition, and from the Catholic Church, as well as with private sector representatives.
The meetings are part of an effort by the government to reach consensus on a series of pressing
national issues. In particular, the government had hoped that Nicaragua could present a single,
unified position during a key meeting of representatives from donor nations, scheduled to be held
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in Managua on Dec. 3. During that meeting, the government hopes to secure aid commitments to
mitigate the effects of the ongoing suspension of disbursement by Washington of US$104 million.
One of the top agenda items to be discussed in meetings with opposition leaders during the week of
Nov. 23 was precisely the return of confiscated properties. On that issue, the government had hoped
to find a balance between minimally satisfying the demands of confiscated owners without creating
social instability through massive land and home evictions. UNO leader Francisco Taboada advised
the government to postpone all pending meetings with Sandinista leaders until completion of the
police investigation into the Sequeira killing and the arrest of all those implicated in the crime. Vice
President Virgilio Godoy denounced the killing as "the first product" of public "threats" made in
mid-November by Sandinista leaders. Rightist radio commentator Jose Castillo demanded a swift
investigation into the crime, adding that those responsible "should be lynched." Daniel Nunez,
president of the pro-Sandinista National Association of Farmers and Ranchers (Union Nacional
de Agricultores y Ganaderos, UNAG) denounced the crime. He warned however, that it would
be dangerous and inappropriate to lose sight of the fact that in previous months, over 200 pro-
Sandinista producers have also been killed. On Nov. 26, a group calling itself the Fuerzas Punitivas
de Izquierda (FPI) claimed responsibility for the assassination. A communique signed by the FPI
and issued in Esteli was read over the FSLN's Radio Sandino. According to the communique, the
Sequeira killing represents "the beginning of the end for all politicians who play with the people's
hunger." It went on to warn that the list of those to be executed includes National Assembly
deputies Humberto Castilla, Jaime Cuadra Somarriba, and Nardo Sequeira, Managua Mayor
Arnoldo Aleman, COSEP president Ramiro Gurdian, and Spanish businessperson Pedro Ortega.
According to the communique, the FPI has been working clandestinely for the past two years in
a struggle "to defend freedom and conquests of the revolution." Police sources reported that an
investigation into the FPI had been in progress since October, when the group issued a communique
claiming responsibility for several small armed actions. (See CAU 10/16/92.) The sources added that
the police are unaware of the identity of the persons who belong to the group. In a press conference,
Interior Minister Mendieta confirmed that the government had formally requested the assistance
of criminal investigators from Costa Rica and Spain to work on the Sequeira case. Mendieta said
the investigations were "on the right track," but he declined to release any details. Mendieta also
said police were attempting to ascertain the authenticity of the FPI communique. He added that
authorities had not ruled out the possibility that the document was a hoax by the crime's real
authors in order to generate false leads. (Sources: Notimex, Associated Press, 11/23/92; Agence
France-Presse, 11/23/92, 11/26/92; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE,
11/23/92, 11/25/92, 11/26/92)
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